in political and military terms, there came a period of huge decline and disintegration.2 His son and inheritor, Prince Uroš V, was too weak to resist the selfish interests of local nobles who jeopardized central administration and were therefore threatening to bring about the disintegration of the country. There were several families who were struggling to overtake the power, the most dominant being the Mrnjavčević. Although some of them approved the sovereignty of Prince Uroš V, such as Lazar Hrebeljanović in southern parts of Serbia (see Figure 4 .1) and Vuk Branković in Kosovo, generally speaking they nevertheless ruled their territories independently. These were the circumstances when Serbs came across Ottomans, the newly emerging military force arriving in the Balkans. The ultimate debacle of Serbs in the battle of the Marica (a river in today's Bulgaria) in 1371 and the resulting death of Prince Uroš V spelt the total demise of Serbian medieval empire. The most outstanding among the prince's successors was Lazar Hrebeljanović, who enlarged his territories to include great parts of lands with the towns of Niš, Užice as well as his later capital town of Kruševac (see Figure 4 .1). He also came into possession of the renowned medieval mines of Novo Brdo and Rudnik. Apart from him, the other two great nobles were his two sons-in-law: Vuk Branković, lord of the region of Kosovo and Skoplje, and Đurađ Balšić of the County of Zeta. Lazar's ambition to unite Serbian lands and impose restrictions on the power of local nobles was blocked by the Turks' penetration of the territory which began in 1381. The resulting historic and military clash took place, famously, in Kosovo valley in 1389 and ended up with a huge Serbian defeat when the country lost the majority of its nobles. Both armies were headed by their 
